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CYRIL JACKSON PRIMARY SCHOOL 

EARLY YEARS POLICY 

 

VISION: 

Cyril Jackson is a safe and stimulating environment where children encounter challenging 
and creative learning experiences 
 
Each member of the school community is motivated to be a life-long learner. 
 
We will equip everyone with the skills to achieve their full potential in a climate of 
mutual respect and personal responsibility. 
 
STATEMENT OF AIMS: 

To provide a supportive, stimulating environment in which each child is enabled and 
encouraged to attain the highest standard of achievement of which he or she is capable. 
 
To ensure that the curriculum is broad and well balanced following all areas of learning in 
the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
 
To value each individual’s contribution irrespective of race, gender, religion or ability. 
 
To encourage children to be aware of their behaviour and how it affects other people. 
 
To recognise that children have a variety of special needs and endeavour to provide 
appropriately for the needs of individuals. 
 
To ensure that the curriculum reflects the richness of our multi-cultural society. 
 
To foster and build on relationships with parents, governors and the wider community. 
 
To provide a planned process of staff development 
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STATEMENT RE: SCHEME OF WORK: 

Schemes of work show how the statements in Development Matters in the EYFS can be 

translated into a practical plan. 
 
TEACHING AND LEARNING: 

 

The Curriculum 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage Guidance is followed in all settings, underpinned with the 
nationally agreed principles to support effective teaching and learning in the 
Development Matters document. 
 
The indoor and outdoor learning environments are planned to address the seven areas of 
learning and provide quality structured experiences for all children.  
 
The prime areas are; 

• Communication and Language – Listening and Attention, Understanding and 
Speaking 

• Physical Development – Moving and Handling and Self care 
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development – Making relationships, Managing 

feelings and behaviour and Self-confidence and Self-awareness 
 
The specific areas of learning develop essential skills and knowledge for children to 
participate 
successfully in society. The specific areas are; 

• Literacy – Reading and Writing 
• Mathematics – Numbers and Space, Shape and Measures 
• Understanding the World – People and communities, The world and Technology 
• Expressive Arts and Design – Exploring and using media and materials and 

Being Imaginative 
 
Children are provided with fun and challenging learning experiences in all areas of the 
setting. We believe children should have a balance of indoor and outdoor learning 
experiences in all weather conditions.  
 
It is expected that children will work in small groups, pairs and 1:1 with adult support 
depending on the nature of the planned activity.  
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Promoting Creativity 

 

Across our school and within the Foundation Stage we have a focus on Creativity within 
teaching and learning, in the Foundation Stage we view this as a key focus as we believe 
being creative enables children to make connections between one area of learning and 
another and so extend their understanding. This area includes art, music, dance, role-
play and imaginative play 
 
 

Play 

 

Learning through play is an important part of the Early Years curriculum. We believe 
children learn best from activities and experiences that interest and inspire them. Using 
children’s interests as a starting point, we provide children with stimulating, active play 
experiences in which they can explore and develop their learning to help them make 
sense of the world. They have opportunities through their play to think creatively and 
critically alongside other children as well as on their own. They are able to practise 
skills, build upon and revisit prior learning and experience at their own level and pace. 
Play gives our children the opportunity to pursue their own interests and inspire 
those around them. The children learn to adapt, negotiate, communicate, discuss, 
investigate and ask questions. We believe it is important that adults take an active role 
in child initiated play through observing, modelling, facilitating and extending their play. 
Getting the balance right between child initiated play, which is controlled, and adult led 
activities is very important to us. 
 
 

Teaching 

 
Each day we follow a timetable with set routines in place. This looks very similar in the 
Nursery and Reception classes. Children are expected to participate in formal group 
sessions of Phonics (following the Read Write Inc. phonics teaching programme), Maths 
and Literacy. During these taught sessions key workers will lead a well-planned and well-
resourced lesson based on learning taken from the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Curriculum which has been differentiated and pitched according to ability. Every child is 
given their own book bag and has a designated day when they can change their book and 
choose a new book to take home, we then ask families to take the time each day to share 
this book with their children talking about the pictures, the story, characters and what 
is happening in order to build an understanding of stories and a love for books.  
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Planning 

 

Each term, Medium Term Planning focuses on gaps highlighted by data analysis and from 
practitioner’s knowledge of the needs of the children in order to plan a broad and 
balanced learning experience for all.  The Development Matters document together with 
the Progression in Language document is used to write the statements and targets which 

form the backbone of the Medium Term Planning.  From this the weekly plans are 
developed and delivered through an agreed theme set out in the Curriculum Map 
 
E.g. Ourselves, Homes: Festivals and Food, Let’s Pretend 
 
There should be a balance of adult led and child initiated learning across the Foundation 
Stage. This is recorded through incidental observations, mode detailed medium 
observations and planned long observations, which are then used to inform planning and 
next steps of the setting.  
 
 

Classroom Organisation and Roles of Staff 

 
At present the Foundation Stage is organised as a nursery setting divided across four 
key groups and two separate reception classes. 
 
The nursery setting will be staffed by a teacher and a team of highly skilled teaching 
assistants who work alongside the teacher in the role of the key worker. The reception 
classes will each be staffed by a minimum of one teacher and one high level teaching 
assistant working closely with a teaching assistant across the year group to support 
children in their learning. 
 
 

Assessments and Observations 

 
Each child has a ‘Learning Diary’ in which work samples (independent child initiated and 
adult led), photos, observations, assessments, targets and other key documents are 
kept. These are collated by the key worker but contributed to by all involved in the 
child’s learning, including parents/carers. We work closely with the children on their 
Learning Diaries each term whereby children are expected to take ownership and look at 
their learning journey with their key worker in order to set themselves a next step 
target.  
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Parents as Partners 

 

Parent/Carers are encouraged to be involved as much as possible at the beginning of 
each day. Early Morning Activities are planned for and parents/carers are encourage to 
stay and support their child with these, across the Foundation Stage this can be in the 
form of daily handwriting. This is a chance for parents/carers and teachers to work 
together to support the individual needs of all children.  
 
When children are new parent/carers are encouraged to support their children until 
both the parent/carer and staff feel a suitable transition period has taken place. We 
work closely with all children to ensure this is a positive experience in order to build 
positive relationships with staff.  
 

 

Trips and Visits 

 

Across the Foundation Stage we strive to organise trips to allow children to experience 
first-hand experience where possible in their learning. These trips can range from a walk 
to the local park, to a trip on the DLR and Thames Clipper when learning about transport 
to a trip to London Zoo when Reception have their topic on Zoo animals. We encourage 
parent support on our trips and visits but for safety reasons we say no to younger 
siblings coming along on school trips. Visitors also really enhance a topic and we like to 
have ‘experts’ coming in to talk to the children, a doctor for example. We often ask 
parents if they are able (and brave enough!) to share knowledge or a skill, be it cooking, 
how to bath a baby, painting mehndi patterns on hands or playing guitar. 


